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The Link is a monthly newsletter published by Delta Dental of New Mexico about the role of dental insurance, and the link between
oral health and overall health. Since it includes oral health news, industry news, and Delta Dental updates, it’s also our link to you.

Smiles Across Miles

We all know that toothbrushes contribute to healthy smiles. Thanks to an amazing story of generosity and human
kindness, Delta Dental of New Mexico recently learned how something most of us take for granted — a new
toothbrush — can have a big impact in a child’s life. '

During a routine dental appointment, Betty Davis, a
long time patient of Albuquerque dentist Dr. David [
Willoughby, mentioned her and her husband’s plans
to travel to a poor community in Uganda as part of a
humanitarian aid mission.

The mission? Reaching out to approximately 900 |
children and their families in Kamuli as part of a
project to help them build and sustain a farming &
cooperative. Through that outreach, Betty and her |
husband Dana learned that the community’s children i _ !
— many of whom do not have shoes — were not able to e ‘ AW
attend school because there is no transportation and the closest school is located about 8 miles from where they live.
Although there was land available for a local school, there were no funds to make that dream a reality. In a fast and
effective “person-to-person” effort, the Davis’ asked individuals on their Christmas letter list to consider making a
holiday donation to start a construction fund. Betty and Dana had been told that, in Uganda, a school could be built
for as little as $32,000 and their Christmas letter resulted in an initial gift of $3,500 to the Uganda community.

With that money, the women in the village made 30,000 bricks by hand and the men built two classrooms — a great
start to what, hopefully, will someday be a school large enough for all the community’s children. The trip the Davis’
were planning when they mentioned it to Dr. Willoughby was to see, and help celebrate, the accomplishment. Dr.
Willoughby sent Betty home from her dental appointment with his own contribution — a few hundred toothbrushes
for the Davis’s to give out when they arrived. continued on page 2 ...
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